BRAVE NEW WORLD (1932)

It is a satirical novel which presents an image of what the development of
modem n industrialized society might be and what moral values might
prevail. What we see is a frightening picture of a world where society,
after a Nine Years' War and the resulting economic depression, is
reorganized through a centralized power structure which maintains arder
and stability not through repression but through mass conditioning which
makes use of the most sophisticated technical and scientific inventions to
achieve its ends.
The novel is set in London in the year 632 a.F. (after Ford — A.D. 2540).
Henry Ford was an American automobile manufacturer who introduced
the assembly-line process in the car industry. (Here, the god-like figure of
the dystopia)
All inhabitants from the time of their birth are brainwashed into a happy
state, and, whenever they have a problem, they are administered soma,
a synthetic drug, to bring back their happiness. The only traces of the
former humanity are enclosed in a Reserve, the Savage Reservation, in
New Mexico. This reservation is our world with its spiritual and
traditional values, with suffering, fear, poverty, sickness and death,
opposed to the brave new world where there's no creativity, no
immagination, where private property has been abolished and the State
controls everything. The fact that the Savage at the end is forced to
commit suicide casts a dark shadow on the future of humanity.
At a period of great change, Huxley creates a world of consumerism with
Henry Ford as its god. Like cars in the factories' assembly line, human
beings will be mass-produced, too.
The brave new world of Huxley's novel is not a "good piace," and so it is
not, a utopia. Huxley himself called his world a "negative utopia," the
opposite of the traditional utopia, a "dystopia.
Huxley divides the novel roughly into 3 parts. The first part of the novel
establishes the dystopia — the London of the future. The second part
plunges the reader into a different world — the Savage Reservation — to
experience the shock of the London characters who are traveling there as
tourists. The centrai part also introduces the real main character, John, in
the only world he has known since birth. The third part unfolds the
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events ofJohn's life in London and his challenge of the dystopia.
The title of this novel derives form Shakespeare's "The Tempest" when
Miranda, the giri who lives on a desert island, seeing other human beings
for the first time, says: "Oh brave new world that has such people in it!".
In the passage we read in class a group of students is visiting the
Hatchery and Conditioning Centre of London. Here there are some DELTA
children (predestined for factory work) who receive their conditioning to
dislike books and flowers. They receive electric shock so they will never
like books and nature. People have no choise in this world and the
elimination of choice increases economic and soda! stability but
diminishes the potential for human growth. The lesson in class
consciousness gives each child a social identity but cuts off the possibility
of forming friendships outside of caste or even forming opinions of one's
own.
The power of words form an important theme in Brave New World. The
World State whispers into the ear of each of its sieeping young citizens to
ensure compliance with the social order. Banned words — especially
"mother" — produce a strong response of shame, the effect of the
carefully taught aversion to human reproduction. The state uses
language to shape people's consciousness and manipulate their energies
toward particular social and economic goals.
Note the change in symbols from the pre-Fordian world. The D.H.C.
makes the sign of the T (as opposed to the cross), which the students
repeat, in reverence to Henry Ford's Mode! T automobile, the product of
the assembly line.The World State has appropriated the Christian symboi
and turned it into the Fordian T — significantly by cutting off the top of
the cross.
In Huxley's dystopia, the drug soma serves to keep individuals from
experiencing the stressful negative effects of conflicts that the society
cannot prevent. Pain and stress — grief, humiliation, disappointment —
representing uniquely individuai reactions to conflict stili occur
sometimes in the brave new world. The people of the brave new world
"solve" their conflict problems by taking soma, which removes or
sufficiently masks negative feelings and emotions.The society, therefore,
encourages everyone to take soma as a means of social control by
eliminating the affects of conflict. Soma-tized people do not know their
own degradation. They are not even fully conscious that they are
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individuals.
The society in Brave New World is divided into 5 castes: alfa, beta,
gamma, delta and epsilon (the first 5 letters of the Greek alphabet). The
members of the alfa and beta are educated to become managers,
directors, etc.; the others will become servants, factory workers. The
state decides how stupid or clever a person should be; it can produce 96
children out from 1 single egg!
The motto of the state is "Community, Identity, Stability":
•

Community: all citizens must live together at peace. Their slogan is
"Everyone belongs to everyone else". There's no family

•

Identity: everyone must be like everyone else. Citizens must not try
to be different.

• Stability: citizens must be obedient, happy; they must not try to
change society because the state knows what is best for them.

THE CHARACTERS

BERN HARD MARX
Bernard Marx receives a lot of attention in the early part of Brave New
World but later, John the Savage takes the centrai role in the novel.
Bernard feeis different from the other members of his caste; he is shorter
because of a mistake during his in vitro fertilization. Bernard's feelings
about his difference develops into an inner resentment. Although he
wants to be an individua!, to feel strongly and act freely, Bernard shows
little creativity or courage.
JOHN, THE SAVAGE
The only person in the brave new world born naturally of a mother, John
represents a unique human being in the novel, with an identity and a
family relationship unlike any other character. In the end, John cannot
change the society, because he is blocked within and without.
LENINA
Lenina seems at first a conventional woman of a society in which
comfort, pleasure, and materialism are the only values. As the novel
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progresses, however, Lenina emerges as a conflicted character, more
complex than she seems initially.
LI N DA
John's mother. She lives isolated and after her long years of struggle and
shame on the Savage Reservation, Linda throws herself
into soma holidays, shortening her life by her addiction. At the end, for
the confused, angry woman, death comes as a release, despite her
terror.

THE D.H.C.
The Director of Hatcheries and Conditioning — or "Tomakin," as Linda
calls him — seems at first a strictly conventional man who upholds the
highest standards of brave new world morality. His sadness at losing
Linda and the guilt he feels for leaving her represent truly human
responses in an inhuman world
MUSTAPHA MOND
The Controller, one of the ten men who run the World State, represents a
combination of past and present, convention and rebellion. During his
lectures, Mond expresses his unique views on the themes of freedom,
happiness, civilization, and heroism. In his intellect and wit, Mond is the
character who most resembles Huxley himself.
HELMHOLTZ WATSON
Helmholtz represents a sharp contrast to his dose friend, Bernard. Unlike
Bernard, Helmholtz shows himself to be emotionally stable even in his
deep dissatisfaction. Bored with mindless recreational sex and somataking, he simply abstains, saving his energies for what he believes to be
more valuable activity. In this, Helmholtz shows himself to be a more
serious rebel than Bernard.

DIFFERENCES AND SIMILARITIES BETWEEN "BRAVE
NEW WORLD" AND "1984"

The 2 books offer a glimpse into worlds that most people would say far
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away from our world. They offer a look into what our future is and what
our future could be. They present a society that is in the grip of a
totalitarian government; a society that began as an attempt toward a
perfect world but ended with anything but utopia. Having witnessed
totalitarian government first hand in Spain and Russia, Orwell publishes
"1984" in order to sound an alarm in the Western nations which were stili
unsure about how they would approach the rise of communism. Like
"Brave New World", "1984" shows a society which uses modemn
technology in order to monitor and control society. The society is so
controlled that even having disloyal thoughts is against the law. The
Oceania of "1984" has parallels in both Stalinist Russia and Hitlerian
Germany.
Brave New World and 1984 were both written by men who had
experienced war in the twentieth century. Disillusioned and alarmed by
what they saw in society, each author produced a powerful satire and an
alarming vision of future possibilities.
Huxley's novel sets out a world in which society is kept carefully
balanced, with the means of reproduction just as closely controlled as
the means of production: people are created in order to fulfil particular
purposes, and are encouraged to consume so as to maintain the cycle.
The society presented in 1984 is less comfortably balanced. The
population is kept content with a rather meagre fate because of the
constant war, which, as is explicitly stated in the Book, is a convenient
means of maintaining the status quo, and the Party keeps a very dose
watch on those members of society who are capable of disrupting it.
For both authors, a necessary action in their future societies is the
abolition of the past. In Brave New World, the people have embraced
Henry Ford's misquoted dictum that 'History is bunk', and have no
interest in it. Anything from the past (with occasionai exceptions like 'Our
Ford') is perceived as unimportant.
In 1984 it becomes impossible to understand the past, because the
details of the past are constantly rewritten to conform with the
requirements of the present. The concept of historical truth is irrelevant:
truth and history become what the Party wants them to be.
Both novels also present the importance of language to human thought.
In Brave New World, language has been changed in many ways. 'Mother'
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is an obscene term. The Savage is unable to understand the emotions he
feels towards his mother's lover, until he reads the works of Shakespeare
and learns the words with which to express himself.
Orwell takes the importance of language theme much further, with the
invention of 'Newspeak'. This is a conscious and determined attempt by
the Party to make it impossible for people to think 'Thoughtcrime',
because the words to formulate such things will no longer be available.
These novels were not written as prophecies, but as warnings.
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