1984 (1948)

It was written in 1948 but only published in 1949.
The three most important aspects of 1984 are:
•

The setting of 1984 is a dystopia: an imagined world that is worse than our
own, as opposed to a utopia, which is an ideai piace or society in which human
beings realize a perfect existence, a piace without suffering. Orwell did not
originate this genre. In fact, the word utopia is taken from Sir Thomas
More's Utopia, written in 1516. The word is now used to describe any piace
considered to be perfect. Orwell's dystopia is a piace where humans have no
control over their own lives, where people live in misery, fear, and repression.

•

When George Orwell wrote 1984, the year that gives the book its title was stili
almost 40 years in the future. Some of the things Orwell imagined that would
come to pass were the telescreen, a TV that observes those who are watching
it, and a world consisting of three megastates rather than hundreds of
countries. In the novel, the country of Eastasia apparently consists of China
and its satellite nations; Eurasia is the Soviet Union; and Oceania comprises
the United States, the United Kingdom, and their allies.

•

Another of Orwell's creations for 1984 is Newspeak, a form of English that the
book's totalitarian government utilizes to discourage free thinking. Orwell
believed that, without words to express an idea, the idea itself was impossible
to conceive and retain. Thus Newspeak has eliminated the word "bad,"
replacing it with the word "ungood." The author's point was that government
can control us through the words.
At the end of the book we find an appendix which is Orwell's explanation of
Oceania's official language, Newspeak, of which there are many examples
throughout the text.
Newspeak consists of the A vocabulary, the B vocabulary, and the C vocabulary.
The A vocabulary consists of words needed for everyday life and words that
already exist but have been deprived of meaning.The B vocabulary consists of
words that have been deliberately constructed for political purposes and are a
kind of verbal shorthand; ali are compound words, such as goodthink.The C

vocabulary consists entirely of scientific and technical words and follows the
same grammatical rules as the A and B vocabularies. Unlike other languages,
Newspeak regularly loses words instead of gainir2
Newspeak is a brilliant device on Orwell's part and serves his political agenda
well: If a government can control language, it can also control thought. If there
is no word for the concept offreedom, how can a person think aboutfreedom?
Orwell was convinced that language deteriorated under totalitarian rule and
that literature was impossible under totalitarian circumstances. Orwell
predicted that Newspeak would be perfected in the year 2050; he predicted
many things but thankfully Newspeak is not one of them.
The three slogans of the party — "Wor Is Peace; Freedom Is Slavery; Ignorance
Is Strength" — are obvious examples of doublethink. Doublethink is the act of
holding, simultaneously, two apposite ideas or opinions and believing in both
simultaneously and absolutely. Doublethink requires using logic against logic.

Historical Background
Orwell wrote 1984 just after World War Il ended, wanting it to serve as a warnìng to
his readers. He wanted to be certain that the kind of future presented in the novel
should never come to pass. Orwell lived during a time in which tyranny was a reality
in Spain, Germany, the Soviet Union, and other countries, where there was little, if
any freedom, and where hunger, forced labor, and mass execution were common.
Orwell's Oceania is a terrifying society reminiscent of Hitler's Germany and Stalin's
Soviet Union — complete repression of the human spirit, absolute governmental
control of daily life, constant hunger, and the systematic "vaporization" of individuals
who do not, or will not, comply with the government's values.
Big Brother is certainly a fusing of both Stalin and Hitler, both real and terrifying
leaders. By making Big Brother so easily recognizable (he is physically similar to both
Hitler and Stalin, all having black mustaches and charismatic speaking styles), Orwell
makes sure that the reader of 1984 does not mistake his intention — to show clearly
how totalitarianism negatively affects the human spirit and how it is impossible to
remain freethinking under such circumstances.
In 1984, Orwell creates a media service that is nothing more than a propaganda
machine, mirroring what Orwell, as a writer, experienced during his time in Spain.

The setting of 1984 is Oceania, a giant country including the British Isles, Australia;
and south Africa.The story takes piace in London in the year 1984, a terrifying piace
and time where the human spirit and freedom are all but crushed. In the nove!, war
is constant. The main character, Winston Smith, born before the World War II, grew
up knowing only hunger and politica! instability.
The destruction of the family unit, the persecution of "free thinkers" or those who
were "different" or not easily assimilated into the party doctrine, the changing of
history to suit the party's agenda, were all too real. In 1984, the world is sliced into
three politica! realms — the super states of Oceania, Eastasia, and Eurasia. Orwell
drew these lines fairly consistent with the political distribution of the Cold War era
beginning after World War II. Each of these three states is run by a totalitarian
government. Oceania's politica) structure is divided into three segments: the Inner
Party, the ruling class (2 percent of the population); the Outer Party, the educated
workers (18 to 19 percent of the population); and the Proles, the working class.
Although the Party (Inner and Outer) does not see these divisions as true "classes," it
is clear that Orwell wants the reader to see the class distinctions. For a socialist such
as Orwell, class distinctions mean the existence of conflict and class struggle.
At the beginning of the story Winston, the protagonist, is introduced to the reader by
the writer; the other main characters are introduced through Winston's perception
of them. He is the last and only man alive who tries, not to rebel against the system
which would be impossible, but to maintain contro) of his inner being.

The nove) is set in Oceania whose political structure is the following: "The Ministry of
Truth," which rewrites history to suit the occasion; "The Ministry of Peace," which
functions to wage war; "The Ministry of Love," which maintains law and order and is
"the really frightening one"; and the "Ministry of Plenty" coupled with the Thought
Police, two minute hate sessions, and national slogans (War Is Peace, Freedom Is
Slavery, and Ignorance is Strength).

THE CHARACTERS

WINSTON SMITH
Winston Smith is the protagonist of 1984. His name is suggestive. Winston is taken
from Winston Churchill, the leader of wartime England, and Smith is the most

common last name in the English language: he is an ordinary man who makes a valiant
effort in extraordinary circumstances; he is ordinary, yet he finds the strength to try
and make his circumstances better. He represents the feelings in every human being.
Because Winston is so real, so common, it is easy for readers to identify with him and
to imagine themselves in his piace. Winston embodies the values of a civilized society:
democracy, peace, freedom, love, and decency. When Winston is destroyed, these
things are destroyed with him. Winston represents the struggle between good and
bad forces. At the end of the novel Winston loses his spirit and his humanity,
the two
_
characteristics that he fought so hard to keep_._Orwell insists that Winston's fate could
on that Orwell destroys Winston in the end,
happen to anyone, and it is for this reas—
so that the reader may understand Orwell's warning and see that the society
of 1984 never come to pass.

JULIA
Julia is Winston Smith's lover and his ally in the struggle against Big Brother. She
represents the elements of humanity. While Winston simply manages to survive, Julia
is a true survivalist, using any means necessary to conduct her rebellion. Winston's
rebellion is as much for future generations as it is for himself; Julia's rebellion is purely
incidental to her own desires.
Julia is far more intuitive and realistic than Winston. Julia uses sex to attack the Party,
but it is far less effective a weapon than love. When Julia and Winston fall in love, they
commit an offense against the Party. Note that they had been watched for years and
could have been captured at any time. But the Party didn't intervene until their love
was strong.
Winston has real antipathy toward women; he is angry at women for what the Party
has done to them. Julia does not follow these strict sexual codes and, in fact, breaks
them at every opportunity. She shows Wìnston that the Party cannot get to the most
intimate places in a human being's mind. Julia gives Winston hope, and it is the
continuation of this hope that gets them both destroyed.
O'BRIEN

O'Brien is a leader in the inner Party, although his officiai title is not clear. He seems
to be close to Big Brother. O'Brien seems to be a rebel and friend to Winston
Smith until the third part of the novel, when he is revealed as a Party leader who had
been closely watching Winston for years.

O'Brien represents the Party and ali of its contradictions and cruelty. Without
O'Brien, the Party would be as mysterious to the reader as it is to Winston and Julia.
While Winston is characterized as an individuai, a small man in a large society,
O'Brien is bigger than life and remains so throughout the novel. This effect is a result
of his mysteriousness. O'Brien is not only disloyal in nature, but he also seems to be
able to employ doublethink very well, although we don't know if he truly believes in
contradictory notions or not.
O'Brien is often seen as a father figure and a friend to Winston. O'Brien is trying,
through torture, to make Winston "perfect," to "save" him. if Winston would simply
embrace the Party's doctrine, he would be "clean." But it is not really Winston that
O'Brien and the Party want to change; the Party wants to purify ali thought, believing
that one stray thought has the potential to corrupt the Party. The character of O'Brien
is not so different from many of the contemporary leaders of the 20th century. For
example, Hitler and Stalin used this kind of torture to keep their power and did it in
the name of "purity." O'Brien represents these leaders and others, who use cruelty
and torture as their primary method of control.

BIG BROTHER AND EMMANUEL GOLDSTEIN
Big Brother and Emmanuel Goldstein are the leaders of the opposing forces in
Oceania: Big Brother is the leader of Oceania, and Goldstein is the leader of his
opponents, the Brotherhood. They are similar in that Orwell does not make clear
whether they actually exist. Using doublethink, O'Brien tells Winston Smith that Big
Brother does and does not exist. Big Brother represents the Party and can never die.
Goldstein and the Brotherhood are merely Party propaganda, too. Big Brother is
named for his position in Oceania; it is a name of trust, protection, and affection
(another example of doublethink). Big Brother, or, the Party, is as Hitler or Stalin.
Orwell gave Emmanuel Goldstein a traditionally Jewish name which literally means
"God is with us."
It makes no difference in Winston's life whether these two forces exist. Orwell
intended for these figures to represent totalitarian powers; Political extremism, as
Orwell shows, is not positive under any name.

Orwell lived in a time in which he felt oppressed in terms of his writing — publication
was difficult in generai, and his important work, Animai Farm, far example, had a
difficult time finding a publisher. So it is not hard to see why he made Winston Smith a
kind of writer. He works far the Ministry of Truth, rewriting history, that is producing
propaganda that he knows to be lies.
In 1984 the Party slogan runs: "Who controls the post controls the future: who controls
the present controls the pose. The Party rewrites people and events in and out of
history and distorts historical facts to suit its purposes (like the Stalinists did)
Winston Smith's position in the Ministry of Truth is that of creating the past into
something unrecognizable to any person with an accurate memory (even memory is
controlled in 1984). One moment, Oceania is and aiways has been at war with one
enemy, the next moment it is and has always been at war with another, and the
people of Oceania accept the information as true because it is the most convenient
for them.
During Orwell's time as a resistance fighter in Spain, he experienced this rewriting of
history first-hand: He noticed that newspaper stories were often inaccurate: There
were often reports of battles where no fighting had occurred or no report at all of
battles where hundreds of men had died so he realized that much of history was lies.

